General Assembly of the International Pan-European Union
Strasbourg, European Parliament
8™ February 2020

RESOLUTION

We, representatives of the International Pan-European Union at the General Assembly in Strasbourg

declare:

1.

We express our satisfaction with the fact that the citizens of the European Union took part in
the European elections last year in a greater proportion than in the past 40 years since 1979.
This fact confirms that European citizens are not tired of Europe nor neglect their civic duties,
but are willing to take engagement for the European future, and have demonstrated,
according to the Eurobarometer, the greatest support to the project of the European Union
since 1983. Inspite of the democratic critique towards the weaknesses of the EU, the citizens
obviously desire the continuation, deepening and widening of this project, in accordance
with what the founder of the Pan-European Movement, Coudenhove-Kalergi, termed Pan-
European identity.

European Union faces many challenges with respect to the democratic standards, the legal
system, economic efficiency, scientific and technological competition, to security and
defense, to education, social policies, demography, and to the protection of nature,
preventing climate change and other dangers to our world. In spite of this, when new
dangers appeared in the form of the rhetorics of populists, like those who made the UK leave
the European Union, and others, of the eurosceptics, of the new isolationism and
nationalism, the citizens of the European Union have demonstrated their positive
engagement for the project of the European Union, and, in spite of their justified criticism,
have shown great confidence in the European institutions. It is especially encouraging that
young people take more and more interest in the European elections.

In this sense, we support the strengthening of the European institutions, those that are the
expression of the democratic essence of the EU, like the European Parliament, and those that
can unambiguously represent the European Union in relations with other strong political
subjects such as the USA, China, Russia and others.

As the Pan-European Union, we are very glad that many members of the Pan-European
Union were elected members of the European Parliament, or became members of the
European Commission and the Council of the European Union.

We appreciate highly the role of the Pan-European Working Group in the European
Parliament in explaining, disseminating and advocating the Pan-European values and
attitudes in the Parliament, and are glad that the Group has intensified its activities under
the current triple Presidency.

We consider it essential that the European Union unifies the complete European area, i. e.
we support the continuation of the process of enlargement, especially to the countries of
South-Eastern Europe and Eastern Europe. We estimate that new candidates motivated for
joining the Union can stimulate the European determination in the Union. On the other
hand, if the European Union does not integrate the European area, other economic and
political powers will enter or are already entering this space, such as Russia, Turkey, China,



10.

the Gulf countries, etc. — as in the case of Ukraine whose integrity and independence are
currently violated by Russia — and will endanger the completion of the European project.
The European Union must develop active and constructive engagement in its
neighbourhood, in Eastern Europe, Near East, Africa, etc. Active economic and political
engagement of the EU can help the countries of its neighbourhood, and help in removing
many reasons of the great migrations starting from those parts because of unfavourable
conditions of life there, and because of devastating wars that always, in the background,
have the interests of greater regional and global powers. We expect from the European
Union to develop into the power of peace in the neighbourhood and in the world.

We strongly support the resolution of the European Parliament of October 24, 2019, which
expresses the “deep disappointment because of the failure of the EU to agree on opening
accession talks with North Macedonia and Albania due to the blocking of France, Denmark
and the Netherlands, since both countries have made considerable efforts and meet the EU's
requirements for opening accession negotiations.” We additionally stress the great self-
denying compromises that Macedonia accepted in order to be able to start those
negotiations. The Pan-European Union requests the revision of this decision and the start of
accession talks with these countries as soon as possible.

In this moment the Pan-European Union expects from the Croatian presidency of the Council
of the EU beneficial efficiency with respect to the strengthening of the European perspective
for the countries of the South-Eastern Europe, and with respect to the revival of strong
European and Pan-European motivation in the European Union because Croatia itself has
shown such strong motivation in the process of its accession to the European Union.



